Ophthalmia neonatorum in Bangkok: the significance of Chlamydia trachomatis.
In a prospective 2-month case-controlled study, 17 cases of neonatal conjunctivitis were diagnosed. A statistically significant association between neonatal conjunctivitis and the presence of Chlamydia trachomatis (five cases) and Staphylococcus aureus (five cases) was shown. No cases of gonococcal conjunctivitis were found, perhaps because of the routine use of silver nitrate (1%) drops. C. trachomatis conjunctivitis could not be diagnosed on clinical grounds, nor was examination of Giemsa-stained conjunctival scrapes sufficiently sensitive to detect all cases. In order to prevent the long-term morbidity of C. trachomatis infection in both mother and child, specific aetiological diagnosis using immunodiagnostic or cultural procedures is required.